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Extraordinary Social Triumph of Baltimore’s
"Beautiful Armstrong Girls, and
Their Successive Adventures in Matrimony.

means, was freée to choose another mate, Youth
this time held her faney, and it was a young man
who came to win and to take his place at her soclal
glde. Indian Summer, won by June, never pre
gented a stranger aspect,

There had suddenly appeared in the New York

| By Barbara Craydon

HERE are no stranger storfes In the court
and goclal fictfon of the master writers of
French literature than the Five Loves of
e Two Armstrong Sigters, How two Baltimore

f bellez, with beauty and charm as thelr sole nssets,

set slege to the most exelusive and unapproach-
able castles of the Money God and the Socinl Geod,

and, each single-handed, stormed both, makes up

one of the most remarkable narratives from real
life that has ever come before (he people of the
Old and the New World, By way of incident, the
Far Tust has mome small part in the romanbtie
beurt adventures of the palr

For the flaga of Amoriea, Ensland, I nee,
Portugal and Jupan must L hung over the verbal
gullery of this heart story to mark the scenes in
which the two women have appeared on the
world's soclal stage, amld settlngs that ouly a

Croesus might buy and o King voemmand

The Quiet First Chapter

By way of beginning, the two s

ters lind emall
prospects during thelr glrlhood dave of shining
in the court firmaments thut now hold them, In
the venerable and sophisticated clty of Baltlmore
where the terrapin s famous and the food '

ucts of the Big Bay are held both in antl Ipat

and remembrance by vigltors, thers came Up Anne

Armstiong and her sister, Mar Rarnita They

Lred to the self-contained atmosphere of the 1d
city that clings to the ods f the Soutl hile
holding one municlpal armn about the of the

North.
If a master of the

called upon to set the
would place It almost
charming home at
€l at a4 o= 10
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It was Inte iWh nn estabilshmernt that \ar
garita Armsirong came v e $ wou
Aothony J. Drexel, beir by right to the 1 nklng
Prowess 1 ¥ AL }
delphla faz had §I00000 g youar t ake
at any woll Lhat might. perchiatice, arras et
& dress sult and slip by the butler ‘

“She has stormed the exclusive Philad plla
set,” sald the soclal writers when the news of (&
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most unusual feature of the careers of the two

glsters

While the one sister was winning her way
through court and drawing room, Anne, the other,
met and married Willlam Rhinelander Stewart,
holder of one of the oldest names in New York
gociety, and & fortune that ranked along with the
big estates. Soclety was rather surprised when,
in August, 1908, she recelved at Sioux Falls, 8, D,
a4 dlvorce from the New Yorker, and wondered
what would come next

At the time there lived In New York James
Hlenry Smith,one of the strangest charactersof the
finuncial and social world, who was known as the
wealthlest bachelor on the carpet, and who had,
by his combination-sufe reticence, acquired the
nickname of "Stlent” Smith, A bit of information
had sbout #s much chance of escaping from his
lips ug a newly-made mllliunair_&- has of escaping
the Income tax collector, lmagine, therefore, the
surprise of society when It learned that the Sphinx
had really spoken, and that the utteranse was a
proposal to sMra. William Rhinelander Stp—warr__

“ailent” Smith had something llke $50,000,000
that had not been decreased by any spendthrift

7 With his bride, he sought joy in the bios-
gom-laden Innd of Jupan, along the flower-bedecked
Hawaiian lanes and then back over the court
paths of Europe. A daughter belonged also to the
Rhinelander Stewart name, and the mother, seck-
jug to find in court circles & mate that wcu_ld outs
ehine her sister's sop-n-law, made & mateh with
1.}“ voung Prince Miguel of Braganza, preteader
to the overturned throne of Portugnl_'

In the course of events “Sileat” Smith was
taken to the perfect rest that awails millionaires
in common Wwith mortals who know less of this
world's goods. His widow, left with unlimited

firmament 4 young man who gave the name of
Jean H. E, St. Cyr. Ho wore his clothes well,
danced well, and Soclety did not make any dill
gent inquiry concernlng any other unessential de
talls, He found among those present in the lst
of notabies Mrs. Caroline Peck Redfield, who was
born Peck at Farmington, Ct., some 35 years before
young Mr. St. Cyr learned to llsp his first infant
words, She had marrled Henry Alexander Red
fleld, a Hartford banker, who, dying, conslgned tc
bher care an estate of ample proportions

Mrs, Redfield’s first marriage had taken place
in 1862, just about the time when the North had
caught its breath after Bull Run, and was taking
& fresh start for the race that ended at Appomat
tox, In 1868 she married young St. Cyr, nnd after
gix years, Mrs, St. Cyr dled at the age of 74,

A Third Marriage

And shortly after that time tha tldings ar
rived that the widow of "Sllent” Smith had suc
ceeded to the affections of the youth, duly sane
tioned by the law and the church. The murriage
bad wvot ceased to be a matter of gossip when
somte busy person started the story that St. Cys
was really John Henry Thompson, who had started
Ife as a newsboy and a hotel clerk in Waco, Tex,
As the storlea ran, he trekked North to Rochester
15 years before his marriage, and came thence 1e
an Eighth avenue (enement in New York to launch
a campaign for whatever things Fortune mighit
hold in store for him,

The papers published the story with unnsual
yest It sizzled as a sensation for a month, ths
St. Cyrs went into retirement ss §f to tel]l the
public that it was no busizness of outsfders, and
then tbe publle turned to something clse, quite
content to let Mr. St. Cyr be known by whatever
patronymic might best sult him and to seok ree
freshing thrills in some other direction,

And this is the story of the Five Loves of the
Twe Armstrong Sisters, wlich might be told in
novel form, through many, many pages, without
losing Intercst (o the end of the final chapter,
Throughout the whole story, the sisters never
lost for a minute the charm that brought them
first from Baltimore to the world of mioney and
of soclal conquest,

Ponce de Leen, secking the fountain of youth,
might well have stopped at Baltimore on his way
to the far southern realm that has carrled jtg
nawme In fiction as they bave carried youth in fact,

"SSIA Is as divers=e in {ts character as In its
R politics. A good illustration of this is Baku,
where the great oil fleids are situated. Its
flaming. belching oil wells and {ts many million-
alres give it the character of “a Plttsburgh dipped
in Asia’” as it 15 ealled according to H. G. Dwight

Russia’s “Pittsburgh Dipped i

——————
sia”

The Tartars and Persians who owned most of
the rest of Baku were suspicious when other peo
vle tried to buy their property. For a long time
they would not sell, but in the end they becamdt

millionaires 100
“They couldn’t help themselves, And that i

elty, acquiring

which were sub- in “Persian Minlatares.” why Baku is so amusing. The Russian and Ap

ing the game ¢ ety rt of -
knew i1, she had moved her 20 1 ce syiit Baku began to bustie about 30 years ago, before menian millionaires go away, like the millionajreq |
bishops and her kings over 1} T th ‘ with §50.000 3  gnich it waz a mere village of Tartars, Persians, of Pittsourgh. The Tartar and the Perslan million.
court. People smiled 00 year Tor the wife real divoree. ete. One day a Russian officer bought some land alres don't, having no idea what on earth to o
Vil was then the Prince of Walen, wondering it fo1 " 1 ‘ into It had hardly he day's Doews for a {arm, but he soon found that nothing would with their moner.” BSo they drive around Bak:
- the name of King would ever be hile and the ele t Pt snd with when there cams h #ws that Mra grow on it. A disgusting black liqu'd oozed out in luxurious automoblies, strangely colored, g;l.[-
gant arbiter of things social In the British world 4 e cked her for Drexel had marrl neley FltzGerald, of the earth wherever he ploughed. An Armenian ed, jewelled, weird looking people, with beards thay
There came a day when the Prince of Wales met d s 1g more than love private secret r-inchlef of the to whom he offered the farm for a small sum sus- ss often as not are dyed scarlet with henna a;:"d
the American woman and, like others who had : acquired a kv of London Stock Home Forces fMicer 1 . Drexel's junior pected that the black liquld might be valuable, and remarkable headdresses that savor of mu:lcal‘m;}.
fallen under that spell, the man who bad con. K3 : vt that did not leave the young b¥ many years, but the Armstrong charm does not the sale was made. The ooze was oil. The Ar edy. Their other diversion is the movies, whicy
t fade with the years and that fact constitutea the menian became a millionalre, bave penetrated even into Baku,

‘nﬂ'(-\l masy women caplitulated before one. So wuing ith a drons
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